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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the above- 
identified application: 

Listing of .Claims 
1-59. (Canceled) 

q ^Jfo (Previously Presented) An etching method for use in integrated circuit fabrication, the 
^ method comprising: 

providing a substrate assembly comprising a metal nitride region and a cobalt region; and 
selectively etching the cobalt region against the metal nitride region using a solution 
comprising a mineral acid and a peroxide, wherein selectively etching the cobalt region 
comprises using the metal nitride region a$ an etch slop. 

(Original) The method according to claim 60, wherein the mineral acid comprises at 
least one mineral acid selected from a group consisting of HC1, H 2 $0 4 , H 3 P0 4 , HN0 3? and dilute 
HF. 

^7 J3f (Original) The method according to claim 61 , wherein the mineral acid comprises HC1. 

£j ^637 (Original) The method according to claim 60, wherein the peroxide comprises hydrogen 
peroxide. 



V 6^ (Original) The method according to claim 60, wherein the solution comprises a ratio in a 
range of about 1:1:300 (mineral acid;peroxidc:deionized water) to about 1:1:70 (mineral 
acid:peroxide:deionized waier). 
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(p 65. (Original) The method according tc claim 64, wherein the solution comprises a ratio in a 
range of about 1:1:200 (mineral acid:peroxide:detonized water) to about 1:1:100 (mineral 
acid:peroxide:deionized water). 

*y 6£t (Original) The method according to claim 60, wherein selectively etching the cobalt 
region against the metal nitride region further comprises selectively etching the cobalt region 
against the metal nitride region at an etch rale in a range of abouL 50 A/miriutc to about 500 
A/minute. 

^ x 67. (Original) The method according to claim 60, wherein selectively etching the cobalt 
region against the metal nitride region further comprises seJectively etching the cobalt region 
against the metal nitride region at an etch rate in a range of about 100 A/minute to about 200 
A/minute. 

Q (Original) An etching method for use in integrated circuit fabrication, the method 

comprising: 

providing a substrate assembly comprising a metal nitride region; 
forming a cobalt region on a first portion of the metal nitride region; 
forming a cobalt silicide region on a second portion of the metal nitride region; and 
selectively etching the cobalt region against the cobalt silicide region stopping on the first 
portion of Lhe metal nitride region using a solution comprising a mineral acid and a peroxide. 

|^>9. (Original) The method according to eJaim 68, wherein the mineral acid comprises at 
least one mineral acid selected from a group consisting of HC1, H 2 S0 41 H 3 P0 44 HN0 3 , and dilute 
HF- 

^5 70. (Original) The method according to claim 69, wherein the mineral acid comprises HCl. 
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^ l^fC (Original) The method according to claim 68, wherein Lhe peroxide comprises hydrogen 
peroxide. 



#2. (Oligiii&I) The method according to claim 68, wherein the solution comprises a ratio in. a 
range of about ] :J:300 (mineral acid:peroxide:deionized water) to about 1:1:70 (mineral 
acid:perOxide:deionized water). 



p3C (Original) The method according to claim 72, wherein the solution comprises a ratio in a 
range of about 1 : 1 :200 (mineral acid:per6xide:deionteed water) to about 1 : 1: 100 (mineral 
acid:peroxide:deiohJzed water). 



^ j£4r (Original) The method according to claim 68, wherein selectively etching the cobalt 
region against the cobalt silicide region further comprises selectively etching the cobalt region 
against the COball siJicide region at an etch rate in a range of about 50 A/minute to about 500 
A/minute, 

(Original) The method according to claim 68. wherein selectively etching the cobalt 
region against the cobalt silicidtf region further comprises selectively etching the cobalt region 
against the cobalt silicide region at an etch rats in a range of about 100 A/miniite to about 200 
A/minute. 



(Previously Presented) An etching method for use in integrated circuit fabrication, the 
method comprising: 

providing a Substrate assembly comprising a metal nitride region and a cobalt silicide 
region, wherein providing the substrate assembly comprises: 
forming a metal nitride layer; and 

forming the cobalt silicide region on at least a first portion of the metal nitride 
layer; and 
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selectively etching a portion of the metal nitride region against the cobalt sihcide region 
using a solution comprising a peroxide, wherein the solution etches the portion of the metal 
nitride region at an etch rate in a range of about 50 A/minute to about 250 A/minute. 

i 

77, (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 76, wherein forming the cobalt 
silicide region on at least the first portion of the metal nitride layer further comprises: 

contacting a cobalt layer with a patterned silicon layer; and 

si heading the cobalt layer using the patterned silicon layer. 



<?£ (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 77, wherein contacting the cobalt 
layer with the patterned silicon layer further comprises: 

forming the cobalt layer on the metal nitride layer; 

forming a silicon layer on the cobalt layer; and 

patterning the silicon layer. 



JJ^r (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 76, wherein the solution further 
comprises a mineral acid. 

^80T (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 79, wherein the mineral acid 
comprises at least one mineral acid selected from a group consisting of HC1, H 2 S0 4 , H 3 P0 4> 
HNO*, and dilute HR 

(Previously Presented) The method according to claim 80, wherein the mineral acid 
comprises HCL 

J82f (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 79, wherein the solution 
comprises a ratio in a range of about 1 : 1 :35 (riiineral acid:peroxide:deionizcd water) to about 
1:1:5 (mineral acid:peroxide:deionized water). 
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c^JL^ "S3^ (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 82 r wherein the solution 

comprises a ratio in a range of about 1:1:25 (mineral acid:peroxide:deiomzed water) to about 
1:1:10 (mineral acid:peroxide:deioiiized water). 

^ < y^4- (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 79, wherein the solution 

comprises a ratio in a range of about 0.05: 1:6 (mineral acid:peroxide:deionized water) to about 
1:1:6 (mineral acid:peroxide:dejonized water). 

f 

€J^f JZS. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 84, wherein the solution 

comprises a ratio in a range of about 0.1 : 1:6 (mineral acid: peroxideideionized water) to about 
0.5: 1 :6 (mineral acid:perbxide:deionized water). 

£6. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 76 T wherein the peroxide 
comprises hydrogen peroxide. 



(Previously Presented) The method according to claim 76, wherein the solution 
comprises a ratio in a range of about 1:50 (pefoxiderdeionized water) to about 1:1 
(peroxideideionized water). 

8£ (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 87, wherein the solution 
comprises a ratio in a range of about 1:10 (peroxide;deionized water) to about 1:5 
(peroxideideionized water). 
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